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Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church W299 N5595 Grace Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 (262) 369–1703 www. lcuuc. org

Black Lives Matter      LCUUC is a Welcoming Congregation for bisexual, gay, lesbian, queer, non-binary and/or transgender people               

Worship services
Connect with us on Zoom each Sunday at 10am for our Virtual Service 
Our services are streamed/broadcast live and may be posted publicly. If you do not want your picture or name to be seen, please turn off your 
video and change your screen name after you have been admitted to the meeting.

February's Designated Collection is for American Black Holocaust Museum (abhmuseum.org) – Milwaukee, WI

Sunday, February 6, 2022
Black Lives, White Lies –Rev. Dr. Tony Larsen, Guest Preacher
For the last 2 years the Black Lives Matter movement has shared the news spotlight with Covid-19 — and in a 
strange way the two themes have intertwined around each other. Today’s sermon will explore some of the reasons 
why many White people think we’ve conquered racism (especially since we’ve already had a Black president) — and 
the facts that make it clear we have so much further to go. Rev. Dr. Tony Larsen serves as the minister at Unitarian 
Church North in Mequon, WI.

Sunday, February 13, 2022
Siding with Love –Rev. Carin Bringelson and colleagues
Join Rev. Carin and a range of Unitarian Universalist leaders for the Side With Love 
worship service. It will feature stirring music, deep-hearted reflection, and moving 
testimonies.

Sunday, February 20, 2022
The Sacredness of Seeking –Rev. Elizabeth McCord, Guest Preacher
Our spiritual paths often call us inward to prayer, reflection, and other restorative-reconciling practices.  We will 
explore together the benefits and challenges of committing to regular spiritual disciplines, as well as consider how 
our internal seeking manifests in externalized kindness and compassion. Rev. Elizabeth McCord serves as the 
Chaplain at Carroll University in Waukesha, WI.  

Sunday, February 27, 2022
Imagining Reparations –LCUUC Social Justice Committee
Join LCUUC’s Social Justice Committee as we explore the need for Reparations. How is it possible 
to repair the damage done to African Americans, who throughout the history of the U.S., including 
the present day, have been robbed of their wealth, their power and their truth? How can we imagine 
Reparations? Why us? Why now?

NEWS for Lake Country UUs
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https://www.facebook.com/LCUUC/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/247330379/lake-country-unitarian-universalist-church/?hl=en
https://lcuuc.weebly.com/
https://events.locallive.tv/worship/lake-country-unitari
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Carin’s Corner:
Widening the Circle is our theme of the month — an appropriate intention when celebrating Black History Month, for the lives of African 
Americans have all too often been overlooked and undervalued. The phrase comes from a report written by the Unitarian Universalist Association’s 
Commission on Institutional Change. Published in 2020, the report is entitled Widening the Circle of Concern — and I encourage you to read or 
listen to it HERE. It is a rich resource for engagement and reflection, including everything from trends to theology to distinctions and definitions. In 
what ways might LCUUC be called to Widen the Circle of Concern within Unitarian Universalism? What is currently inhibiting us from doing so? 
What do we need in order to widen the circle together?  

And what, exactly, do we envision when we imagine “widening the circle?” An African American Buddhist named angel Kyodo williams Sensei put 
it like this: “It’s the community’s job to figure out how we can stretch into the so-called margins to broaden our understanding and the ability to be 
inclusive. Inclusivity is not ‘how do we make you a part of what we are?’ but ‘how do we become more of what you are?’” Another way I think about 
this is: how willing am I to change and be changed? How flexible and open am I to experiencing new ways of doing things?

These times are asking us to engage in “Widening the Circle” both in our individual lives as well as in our collective life. I’m grateful that we get to 
be on the journey together.  

In Growing Faith,

Rev. Carin   revcarin@lcuuc.org

Meeting with the Minister
Rev. Carin would love to meet with you. Feel free to:

•	 Zoom with her at your convenience
•	 Schedule time for a phone call
•	 Take a walk for a talk
•	 Meet indoors with masks

In whatever way you would like to connect, she is happy to accommodate. Make arrangements by emailing her at revcarin@lcuuc.org.
Rev. Carin’s ¾-time schedule includes a Sabbath on Mondays as well as one “Off Week” every four weeks. Please check the Master Calendar HERE 
for her upcoming availability. 
If you need to reach Rev. Carin with a pastoral care emergency while she is away, please contact chair of the Caring Circle, Yvonne Fort at: 
myfort2@wi.rr.com.

https://lcuuc.weebly.com/calendar.html
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/cic/widening
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LCUUC has joined up with Soul Matters - a network of 
Unitarian Universalist congregations who follow the same 
monthly themes. These themes will be woven through all 
aspects of LCUUC life, from weekly services & religious 
education, to small groups & individual learning opportunities. 
Explore what may be a good fit for you - organic growth into 
sharing and discussion is welcome and encouraged!

February - Widening the Circle
Please visit the LCUUC website for individual opportunities revolving around this month’s theme.  These include podcasts, 
movies, articles, books and weekly exercises to promote more in-depth thought and conversation with family and friends.  

Welcome to Widening the Circle

Is it possible that being on the inside leaves you out of the loop? 

What if the margins aren’t narrow? 

What if that space of exclusion is also a position of perspective? 

What if being shut out allows you to understand the insiders better than they understand themselves? 

Why do so many seek the safety of that inner circle anyway? 

Don’t we know that the circles not only keep others out but also the air? 

Haven’t we learned that it’s on the edge of circles that hate makes its home? 

So even if you weren’t among the ones who put the circle in place, by allowing it to linger, don’t you carry the burden of 
responsibility as well? 

What if who we are doesn’t end at the barriers of our own skin?

What if sin is believing that you can put the puzzle together with only the pieces that belong to you? 

What if heaven is the moment you realize that none of us can get there alone? 

What if the only true freedom lies in the willingness to fight against that which imprisons someone else? 

And what if these all questions are a matter of life and death? Or is it a matter of dying to live? 

After all, didn’t the Nazarene say we must lose our life in order to find it? 

Haven’t all the sages said the solitary self must perish for the larger we to live? 

If that is true then let’s widen the circle until it breaks! 

For as long as the circle exists pieces and parts of ourselves will always lie on the other side of the line. 

So let us push, pull, twist and tear, dig underneath and climb over the top, do whatever it takes to 
meet each other face to face.

And having found each other, let us stare and struggle, fight and forgive, call in and 
call out, until “me” and “you” dissolves into “us.”

Is	there	any	other	way	we	become	whole?
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Social Justice
Designated Collection for February
Our designated organization for donations in February is America’s Black Holocaust 
Museum (ABHM) in Milwaukee. It was originally founded in 1988 in the Bronzeville 
neighborhood by James Cameron, an African-American who was born in La Crosse, WI in 
1914, survived a lynching in 1930 in Indiana and moved to Milwaukee in 1952. In 2008 the 
museum transformed to be on-line/virtual following Cameron’s death in 2006. ABHM builds 
public awareness of the harmful legacies of slavery and Jim Crow in America and promotes 
racial repair, reconciliation and healing.  It envisions a society that remembers its past in order 
to shape a better future. The new physical museum will open at 401 W. North Ave on February 
25, 2022. Its website is: abhmuseum.org     

LCUUC Board Members
Lisa Alvarado, President
Brynn Vukelich, Vice President
Amy Seay, Secretary
Tim Fuller, Treasurer (ex-officio)

George Ehrhardt
Dave Harker
Harry Nichols
Gail Ostler
Quentin Watson

ON BOARD
On	Saturday,	January	15th,	members	of	the	Board,	the	
Leadership	Committee,	and	the	Committee	on	Shared	
Ministry	attended	a	retreat	(via	Zoom)	led	by	Dori	Davenport	
from	the	UUA.	The	purpose	of	the	retreat	was	to	discuss	and	
dream	about	LCUUC’s	future.	Many	fascinating	questions	
were	contemplated.	Here	is	just	a	sampling	…

Congregational	life	has	changed	and	so	has	our	experience	of	
it.	What	is	happing	NOW	in	the	congregation	that	is	different	
AND	good?

What	would	happen	if	–	instead	of	focusing	on	what	we	are	missing	from	pre-pandemic	times	–	we	were	to	assume	the	future	would	be	
invigorated	by	new	challenges	and	filled	with	new	adventures?

How	might	we	channel	any	feelings	of	being	overwhelmed	by	pandemic	circumstances	into	reconnecting	with	each	other	and	our	wider	
community?

Of	course,	these	questions	led	to	more	questions,	a	bunch	of	brainstorming,	and	some	creative	new	ideas.	What	everyone	learned	
is	that	we	all	need	to	see	necessary	changes	as	new	opportunities.	Also,	the	challenges	we’re	facing	will	require	us	to	think	and	feel	
differently.	We	will	have	to	experiment,	take	risks,	and	expect	failures	along	with	successes.

Stay	tuned	as	the	Board,	the	Leadership	Committee,	and	COSM	work	toward	identifying	3	key	points	from	the	retreat	and	creating	
action	steps.	And,	as	always,	please	share	your	thoughts	and	ideas.	We	need	to	reconnect,	rebound,	redevelop,	and	renew	TOGETHER.

LCUUC Board Opening
Mieke	Craven	has	had	to	step	down	from	her	position	on	the	Board	this	month.	Thank	you	for	the	time	you	were	able	to	give	on	the	
Board,	Mieki!	The	Leadership	Committee	has	started	the	search	for	a	new	Board	member.	If	you	are	interested	in	the	filling	the	
position,	please	contact	Lisa	Alvarado	at	lmalvarado@charter.net	or	Rob	Suhr	at	robsuhr@hotmail.com	for	details.
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Religious Education Round-up 
Our Soul Matters theme for February is Widening The Way. Below is an overview of our weekly lessons offered in our weekly emails.

Lesson A: Widening The Way We Accept Ourselves – Understand our Outsides and Insides
Lesson B: Widening The Love We Share – Celebrating all kinds of love
Lesson C: Widening The History We Tell – Black History Month
Lesson D: Widening The Principles We Live By – The 8th Principle Proposal

Current Opportunities
February Family Hike
Bundle up and join us for a family friendly hike on Sunday February 20 at 1pm. We will meet in the 
Homestead parking lot. We will be walking the Plantation Path trail at Lapham Peak. This is a 1.8 mile paved 
trail that winds through a prairie and a wooded area. This trail is maintained in the winter and will be plowed 
so it is accessible to all (wheelchair, walker, and stroller friendly). There are spots to turn around on this 
trail so it is easy to make the experience shorter if need be. Lapham Peak is part of the Wisconsin State Park 
system and requires a pass (day pass OR park pass) to enter. If you need financial assistance to purchase a pass 
please contact Reverend Carin at revcarin@lcuuc.org. Any questions? Contact Beth Ann at dre@lcuuc.org.

Youth Group
The Youth Group will be open to both middle and high school youth from LCUUC and UUU. Youth Group 
is offered on the second and fourth Sunday of the month at 1pm. For now we will be offering the youth group on zoom. We will update families 
regarding location when that changes. HERE is the link to youth group. (Meeting ID: 998 4237 4005    Passcode: 726885)

RE Enrichment Activities
Look for at home RE activities in the weekly emails! These activities will follow the Soul Matters curriculum and will include a youtube link to 
the children’s book for the week as well as easy activities to do at home as a family. Interested in receiving the RE enrichment emails?  Send Beth 
Ann a note at dre@lcuuc.org to get added!

30 Days of Love
Thirty Days of Love is an annual celebration that runs approximately from the middle of January to the middle of February. It is a way to lift up 
ways that humans are working together to take action for racial justice. I will share online resources each week from the Side with Love campaign 
during the 30 Days of Love. For more information, go to sidewithlove.org/thirty-days-of-love

Planning for the Future
RE Huddle
The next RE Team Huddle is Thursday, February 17, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom HERE. (Meeting ID: 956 4108 5960; Passcode: 513546)
The Zoom Room opens at 6:15 p.m. for socializing.

RE Registration
Families may REGISTER their young person for this year’s Religious Education program at any time. 

Interested in volunteering?
We are looking for volunteers for the RE programs. Volunteering would include leading our youth group or leading an RE class. Volunteers will 
have to submit to a background check and are required to be fully vaccinated and boosted. Interested? Email Beth Ann Wuerl at dre@lcuuc.org.
 

https://zoom.us/j/95641085960?pwd=cm5IWHZ3ZUtTc0w1Qzl4R0wxYWRDQT09
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F99842374005%3Fpwd%3DRnJSK0VTY01FYnZYNkZEa3pjTDJVUT09&data=04%7C01%7Cdre%40lcuuc.org%7C608d39e397444d75bde608d9d55b12c8%7C7ca2f13b6bb1490b81e2f4c04c6e74d5%7C0%7C0%7C637775409395234030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MQy%2FThr3V382HZvjqR5xmHsVlXDUmWKlAXNIUhDaR3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://sidewithlove.org/thirty-days-of-love
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F10iE4Hjir6i1BRWV9SGGrMzIwDtHWh9x6P5Qzly69wv0%2Fviewform%3Fedit_requested%3Dtrue&data=04%7C01%7Cdre%40lcuuc.org%7C9c3cac511f964b398bad08d9bff5badf%7C7ca2f13b6bb1490b81e2f4c04c6e74d5%7C0%7C0%7C637751884395680060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hAmJfjQ3iIGDhwWShFRQzRZOvI1vjrTyOdMswVCt%2BrA%3D&reserved=0
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LCUUC Staff & Hours
Church office phone: (262) 369–1703 

* All staff have mailboxes in church office

Minister: Rev. Carin Bringelson, she/her  
revcarin@lcuuc.org (262) 369–1703
Rev. Carin’s ¾–time schedule includes a Sabbath on 
Mondays as well as one “Off Week” every four weeks.

Cleaning: Kaya Rollins 

Music Director
Davey Harrison
music@lcuuc.org

Congretional Administrator: Leann Rigoli 
admin@lcuuc.org (262) 369–1703 
Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri 8am–4pm

Interim RE Coordinator: Beth Ann Wuerl
dre@lcuuc.org

Our Mission
LCUUC is a diverse religious community supporting one another in our spiritual search for truth, meaning and 
compassionate connection. Based on the Unitarian Universalist Principles and the transforming power of love, 
we strive for positive change in the world.

Our Vision
2020 LCUUC is an inclusive spiritual community that is diverse, growing, vibrant, and economically 
sustainable. We provide enriching lifespan education and a strong public presence supporting social justice.

The LCUUC CHURCH CALENDAR can be found HERE

Covid Safety Precautions
Due to the Omicron surge in Waukesha County, the LCUUC Covid Work Group met in January 2022 to update recommendations to the Board. 
Upon review of these recommendations, the LCUUC Board announced the following changes that are in effect until at least February 14th, 2022:

•	 LCUUC has temporarily suspended in-person attendance at Sunday worship services and all in-person meetings in the church. Please watch 
the worship service online until further notice.

•	 LCUUC allows worship leaders (i.e., speakers, musicians, and A/V Tech folks) to be in the sanctuary to facilitate the live-streaming during 
worship.  

•	 During this temporary situation, LCUUC will continue to offer Sunday morning Zoom Coffee Hours after worship services so that people 
can see one another and stay connected in this way.

LCUUC continues to be guided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the overall risk level of Waukesha county per Covid 
ActNow. See also how the Wisconsin Department of Health Services is allowing positive COVID-19 test results to be automatically imported into 
the data systems.  

For those people entering the building on church business at other times during the week, the following are the continued expectations when others 
are also present:

•	 We recommend that all eligible people get a vaccination and booster shot (unless medically contraindicated)

•	 Stay home if you aren't feeling well or if you know you have been exposed to Covid-19 recently

•	 Wear a mask in the building if you are over 2 years old

•	 Turn on the HEPA filtration units as high as is tolerable in the rooms that are being used

•	 Stay physically distant from one another unless you are within the same family unit

•	 Sanitize your hands

•	 Please do not eat or drink in the church building at this time.

•	 We recommend downloading the “WI exposure notification app” for the purpose of contact tracing should the need arise

•	 If you test positive for Covid after having been in the building, please inform the office as soon as possible

The Covid Working Group will meet again on Wednesday, February 9, 2022. Contact Rev. Carin or Lisa Alvarado with questions.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/notification.htm
https://lcuuc.weebly.com/calendar.html



