Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church

W299 N5595 Grace Drive, Hartland, WI 53029, (262) 369–1703 www.lcuuc.org

NEWS for Lake Country UUs

LCUUC is a Welcoming Congregation, meaning that the congregation believes in being inclusive of bisexual, gay, lesbian, and/or transgender people.

March 2019
WORSHIP SERVICES
Services begin at 10am

March 3					Mukwonago Food Pantry
Religious Education Transitions 1: Identity RE –5th & 6th grade

It is a tradition in our church to do a Coming of Age program with children as they move into the middle school
years. Transitions 1: Identity is the curriculum that our 5th and 6th grade children experience to develop selfawareness, a sense of community and strengthen their connection to the church.

March 10
Embracing the Goddess –Rev. Amy Shaw
Goddess spirituality has been around since the dawn of human kind. Today we will be talking about the sacred
feminine and the evolution of the Goddess over time.

March 17					America's Black Holocaust Museum
Be Naked –Rev. Amy Shaw
Authentic relationship underlies and supports the work of social justice and community building. Come and join
Reverend Amy Shaw in this exploration of compassion, vulnerability, authenticity, and unnecessary fig leaves.

March 24
Do Black Lives Matter? –Reggie Jackson
Mr. Jackson will share insights about the hidden history and current impacts of the devaluation of black lives in our
country’s political system, in science and medicine and in the criminal justice system.

March 31
Sacred Mischief and Holy Humor –Rev. Amy Shaw
Sometimes laughter is the holiest thing you can do. This service explores the sacred role of the fool.
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Minister’s MUUsings
“There is a love holding me, there is a love holding all that I love. There is a love holding all. I rest in that love.”
These words by Rebecca Parker hold and guide me at this time of the church year, and throughout the rest of my life. What is the love holding you,
and what does it ask of you at this moment of your life?
More specifically, what are the things which help you to feel safe and supported? To feel welcomed and heard? As a part of a church community, you
are surrounded by a community of faith which exists in part to support you on your journey. How are we doing with that support?
Do you need more love? More education? More excitement?
Less?
Right now, begin to think about what LCUUC is doing to hold you, and what you would like us to do more of. What more could you do to hold
others?
How can we live more fully into this free faith, and into being the church in the world?
And when you have thought, let someone know.
Help all of us to help you, and each other, as the days begin to lengthen and we turn at last toward the far off sight of spring.
Together we can build a better world.
Warmly,
Rev. Amy

SOCIAL JUSTICE
Film Screening March 14 at UWM-Waukesha
LCUUC’s Social Justice Committee has collaborated with UWM-Waukesha and wrote a grant in order to bring the award-winning film, “The
Blood is at the Doorstep” to our area on Thursday, March 14 at 7pm. (See poster in the newsletter for more details.) The film will be followed by
a panel discussion. We hope many church members will attend and bring others. As we work to support Black Lives Matter, it’s important to support
movies like this, and raise our awareness to the realities of black lives in Milwaukee.
In addition, this month, we are bringing Reggie Jackson to LCUUC to lead the worship service on Sunday, March 24, where he will share the
highlights from the 3-part lecture series he presented last fall entitled, “Do Black Lives Matter?” Reggie is a highly engaging speaker. We hope
you all have an opportunity to hear him on Sunday, March 24.
Thanks to the many volunteers who helped us with another week of hosting Family Promise.
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THE BLOOD
IS AT THE
DOORSTEP

After Dontre Hamilton, a black, unarmed man diagnosed with schizophrenia, was shot 14 times and killed
by police in Milwaukee, his family embarks on a quest for answers, justice, and reform as the investigation
unfolds.

Thursday, March 14, 7 p.m., Rm N133

Screening and Panel Discussion with family members Maria and Nate Hamilton,
Mental Health Expert Brenda Wesley and History Professor Tim Thering.

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

UWM at Waukesha, 1500 N. University Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188
For more information call: 262-521-5480

UWM at Waukesha, 1500 N. University Drive, Waukesha,Sponsored
WI 53188
by
UWM at Waukesha Campus Climate
Committee and Lake Country Unitarian
Universalist Church, Hartland, WI
Funded in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Humanities Council, with funds from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this
project do not necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities. The Wisconsin Humanities Council supports and creates programs that use history, culture, and discussion
to strengthen community life for everyone in Wisconsin.
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New Member Spotlight
One of the new members of LCUUC, Claire Russell, is a poet and writer. She shares three of her poems here as an introduction, and as an invitation
to deeper conversation with her.
I.

II.

I wander in solitude, in silence, moon and stars sparkling in the dark.
Sometimes I sense within myself the sorrows of creation,
How war has fatefully swallowed up a wider sympathy with the universe.
Almost the night grieves and the day, yet I am invited to become one with a warm sunshine
And genial light.
Let our lives stand to heaven, seeing ourselves in perspective always.
Let us stand as a sunlit tree, fair, as clear as a drop of dew, with the universe reflected within.
It is the morning and eventide of the soul; let it reveal all things divine with sober serenity,
To bring us fresh thoughts and placid dreams
And to remind us again what a piece of wonder a river is.
Such faith, such trust, no harm.
Something has transpired and I feel my way in silence and darkness.
Your words are already known in my heart and in the darkest night I trail this thread.
I am no more of this earth; I cannot be what I was before.
The gods know and do not misunderstand your kindness long remembered,
And I am undone by love.
Shall we communicate then, as do rivers, hills, and trees?
I must believe in you. I do believe in these.

The Passion
It is as you foretold it, this final hour, and so I come to love you when you cannot turn away.
I see a light licking at your mouth, your suffering eyes,
turning your hair to fire and bright jewels of blood
that bless and feed the earth where they fall until it drinks its fill of you,
as greedy as your god who gives you up to die.
My heart is dying as I wait with you.
I know you well, how your eyes have turned inward to escape the pain,
how you are searching even now for a sign,
a word to tell you again who you are and what you came here for,
something that will make some sense of this great sin.
Where is my place in this life without you?
You Father has left you and the world has turned to dust and ash.
I lie here at your feet, trying to reach you with my love and I feel your blood cover me
like a living shroud.
I pray that I will die here, a star fixed forever in your thorny crown.
Claire notes that “The Passion” explores the thoughts and “words of Mary Magdalene, not as disciple, not as the student of the blessed and
charismatic Rabbi, but as the beloved, the woman who loved as was loved by him.”
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UU Orientation Class
Sunday, April 7th
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
If you are interested in learning more about LCUUC and Unitarian Universalism, please join us for the Spring Orientation Class. It will be held after
the service on Sunday, April 7th. During this class you will have a chance to meet others, and receive information about Unitarian Universalism and
LCUUC history, church life and ways to get involved. We will also cover what it means to be a member and the Path to Membership.
The session will be from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m., and a light lunch will be served. You can sign up at the Welcome Table in the foyer or online. Please let
us know by 31st if you plan to attend and if you will need child care. Contact Rev. Amy Shaw at 513/709-7058 minister@lcuuc.org or Ric Sternkopf
at 414/581-0647 ricsterny@gmail.com if you have questions.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
It is hard to believe that Spring is almost here. The new boiler has been working well despite a cold winter. Once the snow is gone, the construction
on our new exterior will begin.
Many congregation members have asked about replacing the colored plastic on the triangular windows. To see what more natural light looks like, we
will be taking off the colored plastic on the windows in the social hall. On March 17th, please join us for a soup lunch and a new, brighter view of
the social hall.
The Working Group wants to again thank everyone who has pledged and contributed to the Capital Campaign. As a reminder, the 2019 pledges are
due by May 1st and we encourage those who can to remit their contributions earlier if possible. It is not too late for those who have not contributed to
do so. We still have need for additional funding for carpeting, pew covers, ceiling tiles and paint.

The LCUUC CHURCH CALENDAR
can be found

HERE

Our Mission

CHURCH CLEAN-UP SCHEDULE

LCUUC is a diverse religious community
supporting one another in our spiritual
search for truth, meaning and compassionate
connection. Based on the Unitarian
Universalist Principles and the transforming
power of love, we strive for positive change in
the world.

Each LCUUC family unit has been assigned one
Sunday to clean up the kitchen after social hour.
If you are unable to clean on your assigned date,
arrange to switch with another family. Clean-up
instructions are posted in the kitchen.

March 3		

Bera, Hamm

March 17		

Bowden, Watson

March 10		

March 24		
March 31		

Bills, Hansen

Our Vision

Nourse & Kohl

2020 LCUUC is an inclusive spiritual
community that is diverse, growing, vibrant,
and economically sustainable. We provide
enriching lifespan education and a strong
public presence supporting social justice.

Amy & Kevin Seay
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Join us as we meet with
our elected
representatives to
discuss social and
environmental justice
issues.
The LCUUC Ministry for Earth Committee members will be attending with our Waukesha
coalition partner SOPHIA.
When is Madison Action Day? Tuesday, March 26, 2019 from 8:00 AM-3:00 PM
What is Madison Action Day? More than 1,000 WISDOM leaders and friends from all parts of Wisconsin will
gather at the State Capitol to advocate for The Beloved Community, focusing on themes of Radical Inclusion,
Reconciliation, and Living for the Seventh Generation. We will rally together to advocate and educate representatives
about related issues in the proposed state budget.
What issues will we talk about? Criminal justice reform - Increases to public transit - Drivers cards for those
without documentation and more!
What is the agenda? Tuesday, March 26, 2019
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Breakfast- Networking (Madison Masonic Center)
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM Welcome & Prayer - Discussion Focusing on our Values & Issues - Strategy Session for Meetings
with Legislators
12:00 PM Lunch (with local affiliates-Madison Masonic Center) - Proceed together to the State Capitol for scheduled visits
with Legislators
3:00 PM - Closing event (State Capitol) – Proceed to Bus departures
How do I get there? Hop on the bus or meet us there. The bus will pick up at the Goerkes Corners Park & Ride at
7:00 AM, and then proceed to pick up at the Nagawaukee Park & Ride on HWY 83. Registration is required for the bus.
How much does it cost? Event Fee (includes materials and lunch): $25.00, Bus Fee: $10.00
T-Shirt (optional): $10.00 (+$2.00 for 1X, 2X, 3X)
Scholarships available -- contact Kayla Larson at klarson@sophiawaukesha.org for information.
I still have questions... Contact Kayla Larson at klarson@sophiawaukesha.org with any other questions.

Sign me up for Madison Action Day!
Name:

Phone: ___________________

Email:

My registration fee is attached:

○ $25 event fee (includes materials and lunch)
○ $10 bus fee: I’ll get on at ○ Goerkes Corners ○ Hwy 83
○ $10 t-shirt ($12 for 1X, 2X, 3X): I need size ○ S ○ M ○ L ○ 1X ○ 2X ○ 3X
○ $ extra donation towards scholarships
○ Send me info on scholarship availability
○ I want to receive emails from SOPHIA
Return this form to SOPHIA, 100 East Broadway, Waukesha WI 53186
Questions or more information: Kayla Larson, klarson@sophiawaukesha.org

PLEASE REGISTER BEFORE MARCH 13
If you need a ride to the bus stop on the day of this event please contact Ray Grosch (yar.grosch@gmail.com) or Gerry
Flakas (gerflak@aol.com) of the Ministry for Earth Committee.
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LCUUC Benefit Concert
Good news! Kellswater Bridge has donated a concert to LCUUC!
Everyone is invited to join us on Saturday, April 6, 2019 for pot luck appetizers at 6:00 and concert at 7:00 pm. Help us get the word out and
invite your friends and neighbors.
All proceeds from the
concert will benefit
LCUUC.
Suggested donations:
Adults $15, Students
and Seniors $10,
Family $30.
Kellswater Bridge
is a modern Celtic
Band dedicated
to showcasing the
traditional music of
Ireland, Scotland
and Wales. The
band is comprised
of Mare Edstrom
(lead vocals, Celtic
Flute, Keyboards,
and Bodhran), Kenn
Fox (Guitar and
Bouzouki), Dave
Karnes (Guitar and
Bouzouki) and Tracy
Moraine (Vocals and
percussion).
Kellswater Bridge is
performing at Lyons
Irish Pub 201 E. Main
St. in Watertown, WI
on Saturday, March 10
at 7:30pm if you want
to catch them before
the benefit concert!

In Concert

Kellswater
Bridge
Modern Celtic Music

Saturday, April 6
Pot Luck Appetizers 6:00 PM

Concert 7:00 PM

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church
Grace Drive, at the corner of K and E
Hartland, WI
All proceeds benefit Lake Country UU Church

Suggested Donations
Adults $15
Seniors and Students $10
Family $30

www.kellswaterbridge.com
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Grace Notes
“Music brings a warm glow to my vision,
thawing mind and muscle from their endless
wintering.”
This month found quite a bit of special music being heard in our sanctuary,
including on January 27th for the service titled Beyond Selma, with Doug Esty,
performing Hurt. On February 10th, Greg Valde, Tim Fuller and Karen Haskell
provided a mix of guitar, harmonica and piano respectively. Nancy Bratt, Doug
Esty and Sarah Ehrhardt played No Expectations on February 17th, while Mother
Nature provide more softly falling snow outside.
The choir continues rehearsals every Wednesday 6:30–8:00pm and Sunday mornings before church service from 9–9:30am. Each Sunday the choir
leads hymns during service. If you were sitting in the congregation on January 13th, you enjoyed listening to the anthem “We Bid You Welcome”,
followed by another rousing performance on February 3rd of “Let All Nations Sing”. This all came together, despite the extreme cold and snow our
wonderful Wisconsin winter weather tossed our way, causing cancellation of rehearsal two weeks in a row. Extra rehearsals were held at 8:00 on
Sunday mornings 1/20, 1/27, 2/17 to assure voices and instruments would be ready.
The Music Ministry Committee met mid-January to discuss the upcoming budget and necessary requests for submission. They also were pleased to
hear Kellswater Bridge would open up their April concert to all church members and the public, in order to hopefully raise more funds for LCUUC.
We hope to find plenty of folks turning out for this concert on Saturday, April 6 for pot luck appetizers at 6:00 and concert at 7:00. Help us get the
word out and invite your friends and neighbors. All proceeds from the concert will benefit LCUUC.
Nancy Bratt continues to attend staff meetings twice monthly, worship meetings monthly, while also coordinating most of the Sunday music,
scheduling accompanists and making sure the piano stays tuned (done this month!)
Schedules prepared by Gus Santo, our MMC chair, assist Nancy & Doug with non-music related tasks – many hands make for light work and more
getting done!

Youth Religious Education (RE)
Greetings!
On March 3 we will be celebrating the Transitions service of our 5th /6th graders! Kai Morgan, Deven Peterson, and River
Watson are the 3 youth who will be the focus of our service. Please join us in celebrating their place here at LCUUC.
They came together in February for a Saturday retreat with their dads to look at their roots/history and to contemplate
how they are growing up as part of our congregation and how they fit into the world around them.
In early March, our 10th-12th graders will be wrapping up the O.W.L. classes. We are very fortunate as a congregation to have had the volunteers
and youth from UUUC in Waukesha involved in our O.W.L. programming this year. I look forward to growing our community participation the next
time we offer O.W.L.
On the weekend of March 8-10th five of our High Schoolers and their advisor Helen Bera, will be attending WisCONsin – a youth con hosted
at UUCW in nearby Brookfield, WI. This will be a first time experience for many of the teens and I am wishing them a very fun and inspiring
weekend. They will be joined with many same age UU teens from our area of the country in a safe community where they can learn, worship and
build connections that strengthen their UU identity and faith.
On Sunday March 24, Dan Krill will be leading our Living Our Principles joint RE class for ages 4k-8th grade. He will share his passion for Tall
Tales and other life lessons by leading the children in how to go about creating a Tall Tale when you begin with the Truth- our Touchstone March
theme.
“Live so that when your children think of fairness, caring and integrity… they think of you.” ~H. Jackson Brown Jr.
In Peace,
Chris Rollins, Director of Religious Education
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From the Board
The monthly Board meeting was held on February 19th. Major topics discussed during the meeting were:
• The monthly Treasurer’s Report was presented by Tim Fuller, Treasurer. Finances are looking good. The Matching Grant has been received
and deposited. Budget drafting is in process and plan is to have it drafted in March and finalized in April.
• The Social Justice Committee has joined SOPHIA for a trial run of a year. SOPHIA, a backronym of Stewards Of Prophetic, Hopeful,
Intentional, Action is the Waukesha branch of WISDOM - a statewide grassroots organization, comprised mostly of religious congregations
of many denominations which works to have a common voice on issues of social justice. SOPHIA has member congregations that each have
someone sit on their board, and they invite participation in their various task forces, which currently include: transportation, health care,
immigration, criminal justice, housing. The Social Justice Committee would like LCUUC to become a member congregation in SOPHIA
and are using this year as a trial run. Sara Hudson, Bud Hudson, and Wendy Rupnow have agreed to share the responsibility of serving as
our representatives on SOPHIA's board. If the Social Justice Committee decides to continue the affiliation, they will ask for Board approval
in the coming year and delineate the commitments this entails. Costs were covered by the designated offering last month.
• Other committee reports were shortened to provide extra time from discussion of New Business.
• Create a once or twice yearly ministerial review process. Paul will review the terms of Amy's contract to ensure we are in compliance with
this and other terms of the contract.
• Discussion on whether or not we should have a new whole church survey this year. Survey ideas for Member input were discussed. Board
Members took a quick pre-survey regarding survey topics. Members will distribute similar pre-survey to councils. Ideally, complete the
survey in time to present final results at annual meeting in June.
• Discussion/thoughts on how to avoid reliance on fundraising (e.g., the Auction) for operating costs.
• Extensive discussion and review of Membership data and Sunday attendance data. New membership has decreased during the past couple
years.
• Although data is weak, member departures the past 4-5 years appear to be about 5-6 people per year. We have poor data on why members
left and need to strengthen data collection on this. Jim Hansen has collected attendance data for all services based on a head count (adults,
children, and total) for years. Average number of attendees per service has been dropping since 2015.
• Dave Cicero reported on joint meeting of membership, stewardship, finance to discuss what is/is not working, promote new processes,
consider changes to the by-laws, etc. At the next meeting we will get a report on some of their recommendations and issues for discussion.

LCUUC Staff & Hours
Church office phone: (262) 369–1703
Senior Minister: Rev. Amy Shaw
minister@lcuuc.org
(513) 709-7058
Office Hours: Tue, Wed, Fri 11am–5 pm
(Also available by appointment— please contact her directly)
Religious Education Director: Christine Rollins
dre@lcuuc.org
(262) 369-1703
Office Hours: Tuesdays 8:30am—4:30pm
(Also available by appointment—please contact her directly)

LCUUC BOARD MEMBERS

Office Manager: Leann Rigoli
admin@lcuuc.org (262) 369-1703
Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri 8am–4pm

President—Paul Fackler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (262) 744–4165
Vice President—Megan Fedders. . . . . . . . . (262) 510–9814
Secretary—Susan Lewis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (262) 446–2131
Treasurer (ex-officio)—Tim Fuller. . . . . . . (262) 490–4836
Helen Bera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (262) 424–1658
Dave Cicero. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (262) 746–9766
Greg Hillman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (262) 366–4020
Craig Howard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (480) 392-7781
Cathy Marrari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (262) 510-5401
Laura Nyquist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (920) 650–4267

Music Director: Nancy Bratt
music@lcuuc.org
Office Hours: By appointment only
Choir Director: Doug Esty
choir@lcuuc.org
Office Hours: By appointment only
Accompanist/Organist: Tracy Moraine
Cleaning: Jiana Greene
* All staff have mailboxes in church office
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