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NEWS for Lake Country UUs
Black Lives Matter

LCUUC is a Welcoming Congregation for bisexual, gay, lesbian, queer, non-binary and/or transgender people

SEPTEMBER 2022
Worship services
Services begin at 10am
LCUUC is now holding its services both in-person and online. For an order of service, go to OOS. Attend in
person or watch the worship service online via live stream HERE. You can also find past services using the
same link. If you have a joy or sorrow to be shared aloud during worship, please email it to candles@lcuuc.org
by 8am on Sunday.


Designated Collection for September – UU the Vote (including postage for Vote
Forward letters we're writing)
Sunday, September 4, 2022
Being Faith Allies, Rebecca Meier-Rao, Ph.D., Executive Director of Worker Justice Wisconsin
“Labor in the Pulpits” is a September-long program that invites faith allies to educate their communities about
worker justice and learn how they can support workers, particularly low-wage and immigrant workers. Dr.
Meier-Rao’s reflections will focus on the question: As people of faith, what is our role in ensuring that low-wage
and immigrant workers are treated with the dignity and respect they deserve?

Sunday, September 11, 2022

The Journeying Stream, Rev. Carin Bringelson, LCUUC Minister
This Sunday marks the official start of the church year—the year during which we will be celebrating 25 years since the
founding of this congregation. For our annual Water Communion, everyone is invited to bring some water from the places of
our lives. (Water will also be provided so that all can participate in the ritual.) As we gather the waters of the world, we will
rejoin together in community, renewing our spirits and our commitment to journey with one another through the changes of
our lives. You can learn more about this Unitarian Universalist tradition at: uua.org/worship/holidays/water-communion

Sunday, September 18, 2022
Resting On the Threshold, Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker, Pulpit Guest

Even as we celebrate the 25 years since LCUUC’s founding, the congregation is also beginning to look forward to the next 25
years: in late September and early October, congregants will gather in small groups to discuss our visions for the future. Rev.
Dr. Marlene Walker will share how building on the energy and excitement of today can help propel the vision for tomorrow.
Rev. Marlene is Rev. Carin’s mentor, friend, and colleague; she has been in the Unitarian Universalist ministry for over 30
years, serving in churches of various sizes. Today the choir will offer music for the first time under the direction of Tristan
Strelitzer. Please join us after worship service for a 25th Anniversary potluck picnic.

Sunday, September 25, 2022

Belonging to the Turning, Rev. Carin Bringelson, LCUUC Minister
The Jewish High Holy Days come around every autumn. They offer time to reflect and re-orient in preparation
for a new year. For what do we lament? For what do we seek at-one-ment? What does it mean to forgive? And
how might contemporary Unitarian Universalists find meaning in these ancient rituals and practices?
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Minister Call Task Force Update
Here it is almost the end of summer, and activities by LCUUC’s Call Process Task Force, a.k.a. The Force has resumed. The congregation was most
helpful earlier this summer sharing thoughts about LCUUC strengths, weaknesses, and dreams, through the survey that was conducted. What was
shared helps us understand how our mission is viewed by the membership. And those thoughts help us to formulate questions for listening sessions
next month, intended to gauge the support of the congregation for a called ministry to replace our current minister contract.
Looking ahead, our process continues with a church service on Sep 18 intended to continue our thinking about and asking ourselves the right
questions. Then members will be invited to attend any one of two live or one Zoom listening sessions, held between Sep 25 and Oct 4. The link to
sign up is HERE.
The Force will digest the input from the listening sessions and provide a recommendation to the Board regarding called ministry by Nov 1st. A
summary report will be available to the congregation in early November. The process culminates with a congregational vote after the service on
Nov 20.
Maximum participation in the listening sessions is critical to most accurately understanding how the congregation wants to move forward, so we
can realize the dreams for LCUUC we all have. Stay tuned for more details on the listening sessions, and see you then!

My Grandmother’s Hands
BLM2UUs and our Social Justice Committee
are sponsoring a panel discussion and book
groups for all 5 UU churches for this fall,
winter and spring. If you want to know more
about Black Lives Matter and racialized
trauma and the pathway to mending our
hearts and bodies, then THIS BOOK is
for you. It is entitled My Grandmother’s
Hands by Resmaa Menakem. We hope you
will consider joining us and sharing your
thoughts, feelings and questions with others!
If so, stay tuned for more information and
Get This Book Soon and Start Reading!
Any questions, contact Sara/Bud Hudson
(sbhudson@hotmail.com) or anyone on the
Social Justice Committee. "

2

LCUUC has joined up with Soul Matters - a network of Unitarian Universalist congregations who follow the same monthly themes. These themes
will be woven through all aspects of LCUUC life, from weekly services & religious education, to small groups & individual learning opportunities.
Explore what may be a good fit for you - organic growth into sharing and discussion is welcome and encouraged!

September – Welcome to Belonging!
Sign up for LCUUC member email updates, to receive individual opportunities revolving around this month’s theme. These include
podcasts, movies, articles, books and weekly exercises to promote more in-depth thought and conversation with family and friends.

Welcome to Belonging
You hardly knew
how hungry you were
to be gathered in,
to receive the welcome
that invited you to enter
entirely...
You began to breathe again...
You learned to si
But the deal with this blessing
is that it will not leave you alone,
will not let you linger...
this blessing
will ask you to leave,
not because it has tired of you
but because it desires for you
to become the sanctuary
that you have found...
–Jan Richardson
Richardson begins with hunger. And so do we. Just saying the word “belonging” conjures it up: The primal hunger to be included; the longing to be
let in. No one likes standing outside the circle. No one likes leaning against the locked door listening while everyone is laughing inside. From the
time we are little, belonging is the thing we seek. It’s the hoped for Holy Grail. The promised resting place.
But Richardson will have none of that. Our own belonging is only the beginning. That’s what she wants us to know. One minute she’s wrapping us
in comforting words about settling in and allowing ourselves to finally breathe. The next she’s shaking us awake and telling us to get up and go.
That shaking should tell us something.
In other words, this is no gentle invitation, friends. No sweet reminder to think of others. It’s a warning. A desperate hope that we will wake to the
fact that there are two kinds of belonging: one that wants to bless us and another that wants to enlist us.
Deep down we know this. The hard part is to remember it. To use Richardson’s language, if we find ourselves being invited to linger rather than
leave, alarm bells should go off. We need to be weary of those who welcome us with a club jacket and a soft couch. They may have let us in, but
soon they will enlist us into the work of keeping others out. There will likely even be a part of us that wants to keep others out. After all, closed
circles don't just set us apart, they sit us above.
But they also keep us small. Maybe this is why Richardson’s blessing is so intent on not leaving us alone. It knows that we only grow when the circle
does. Circles that keep others out also keep the air out. No one inside a closed circle truly sings; they only suffocate, slowly.
It’s all one big reminder that the true blessing of belonging is not that you get to come inside the circle; it’s that you get to participate in
expanding it. Again, as the circle grows so do we.
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25th ANNIVERSARY
Twenty-five years ago a small group of Unitarian Universalists met to discuss the possibility of
starting a congregation in the Lake County area. It was the fastest growing county in Wisconsin
at the time, and there seemed like a need for a liberal religious congregation. We are planning to
celebrate milestones and memories from those twenty-five years with stories, photos and celebrations
throughout the year. We hope you will join us in remembering as we consider the next steps in
creating our future together. Whether you’re a charter member or have recently discovered LCUUC,
you are part of the story.

LCUUC Anniversary Celebration!
LCUUC is turning 25 and we would like everyone to join in the celebration!! We will be kicking off the festivities on Sunday, September 18th,
following the Sunday service.
Please join your fellow members and friends for a potluck picnic. This will be a great opportunity to reconnect with each other and meet newer
members and families.
Weather permitting, we will hold the picnic and enjoy the wonderful food outside. (If the weather is poor, we will move to the social hall).
Lemonade and water will be provided, as well as plates, cups, utensils and napkins. Please bring a dish to pass, your own lawn chairs and/or blanket.
There will be picnic games for the young, and young-at-heart.

Circle Dinners
We are excited to be bringing back Circle Dinners for the 2022/2023 church year! What are circle
dinners? They are small gatherings of 6-8 members that meet on a scheduled Sunday to share a meal
and conversation. The “host” provides a main course and guests bring a side dish, salad, dessert,
etc. We generally meet in November, January, March and May. Couples are rotated so you enjoy the
company of different people each time. Individuals are encouraged to join and can be partnered with
another individual. Circle Dinners are a wonderful opportunity to connect or reconnect with members
that you may not have seen for a while; or possible haven’t met yet. Watch your email in mid to late
September to sign up.
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Carin’s Corner:
The theme for the month of September is Belonging. I like to imagine a big banner above the entrance to LCUUC that reads “YOU BELONG
HERE.” Wouldn’t it feel awesome to walk under that banner—knowing that you wouldn’t just be tolerated, but embraced? You wouldn’t just be
existing, but engaging? You wouldn’t just be liked, but loved? Belonging is about more than a surface membership; it’s about being vulnerable
enough to share your full self while also being open to being changed by the full selves of the beloved others around you.
If LCUUC were to have such a banner over the entrance, we would be aspiring to convey to everyone who comes in contact with LCUUC that,
in the words of Rev. Marta Valentín, “All of who you are is valued and welcome here.” What would that take, I wonder, to co-create a Beloved
Community that said in word and deed that everyone was valuable and worthy—exactly as they are? What structures and procedures would
need to change? Whose voices would we need to amplify? Whose perspectives would we need to seek out? What new covenants would we need
to put in place? What would we need to let go of in order to make space for new ideas, different ways of doing things, and adjusted cultural
expectations? How would we acknowledge these changes intentionally—even (and especially) when they made us uncomfortable?
As we begin the new church year, may we remember that our Unitarian Universalist faith has long had a large-enough umbrella under which we
can all belong. We need not hold the same theological and/or philosophical beliefs in order to work together to bring about a more just and more
loving world.
In Growing Faith,

Rev. Carin revcarin@lcuuc.org

Meeting with the Minister

Want to meet with Rev. Carin? You can set up a time that works for you by emailing her at revcarin@lcuuc.org.

Rev. Carin’s ¾-time schedule includes a Sabbath on Mondays as well as one “Furlough Week” every four weeks. Please
check the Master Calendar HERE for her upcoming availability.

If you need to reach Rev. Carin with a pastoral care emergency while she is away, please contact coordinator of the
Caring Circle, Paula Hillmann: paula.hillmann@gmail.com. Paula will be in touch with Rev. Carin if needed.

UU Orientation Class
Sunday, September 11, 11:30am – 1:45pm
If you are interested in learning more about LCUUC and Unitarian Universalism, please join us for the Fall Orientation Class. It will be held
after the service on Sunday, September 11th. During this class you will have a chance to meet others and receive information about Unitarian
Universalism and LCUUC history, church life, and ways to get involved. We will also cover what it means to be a member and the Path to
Membership. The session will be from 11:30 to 1:45, and a light lunch will be served. You can sign up at the Welcome Table in the foyer or
online HERE. Please let us know if you plan to attend and if you will need childcare. Contact Patty Walker at pattybennettwalker@gmail.com
or 262-966-3357.
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Covid Safety Precautions
COVID Safety Precautions - since Mid-June 2022
We are now in the "medium risk" state according to the CDC.
Our new official position, based on the available information we have is that we are now strongly recommending
masks when inside the church for any group activities. It is not a requirement, and we hope that it will not come to
us needing to require them again, but we need to start operating with a higher level of caution and be prepared that
if conditions in our area continue to worsen we may need to take additional measures.
Please direct any questions to Jon Hubbard, LCUUC Board member at hubbardjon39@gmail.com

The LCUUC CHURCH CALENDAR can be found HERE
Our Mission

LCUUC is a diverse religious community supporting one another in our spiritual search for truth,
meaning and compassionate connection. Based on the Unitarian Universalist Principles and the
transforming power of love, we strive for positive change in the world.

Our Vision

2020 LCUUC is an inclusive spiritual community that is diverse, growing, vibrant, and
economically sustainable. We provide enriching lifespan education and a strong public presence
supporting social justice.

LCUUC Staff & Hours
Church office phone: (262) 369–1703
* All staff have mailboxes in church office
Minister: Rev. Carin Bringelson, she/her
revcarin@lcuuc.org (262) 369–1703

Rev. Carin’s ¾–time schedule includes a
Sabbath on Mondays as well as one “Off Week”
every four weeks.

Choir/Music Director: Tristan Strelitzer
music@lcuuc.org
Cleaning: Zeke Mackay
Congretional Administrator: Leann Rigoli
admin@lcuuc.org (262) 369–1703
Administrative hours: Tues, Wed, Fri 8am–4pm
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